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HANDEL COLLEGE. 

A short time since a project was set on foot to 
establish an institution for the maintenance and edu- 
cation of the orphans of musicians of all classes and 
countries resident in Great Britain. The institution 
was named the " Handel College," and was intended 
as an appropriate monument to commemorate the 
centenary of the death of the great musician, whose 
compositions have done so much for music and mu- 
sicians generally throughout the country. The idea 
of establishing such an institution originated in the 
fact that every branch of the fine arts in this country 
is signalised by an asylum of a similar nature, except 
the art of music, which certainly has contributed more 
than all others to social enjoyment and to the advance- 
ment of kindly feeling among all classes of the people. 
It has been calculated that there are upwards of 20,000 
persons in this country who obtain a livelihood by 
teaching music. It is, however, perhaps the most 
precarious of all occupations, since a temporary 
illness may at any time throw the teacher out of em- 
ployment, and, without any fault on his part, may 
render it impossible to provide for his family. It is 
estimated that two thirds of these musicians are 
married and have families. Moreover, among the 
hundreds of orphans who are unsuccessful candidates 
at our different asylums every election, a large portion 
of these are children of musicians. There are ample 
reasons, then, for the establishment of so desirable an 
institution as that which is now proposed, and we 
cannot doubt that the supporters of the art will come 
forward with funds to assist the undertaking. A plot 
of ground (the value of which is estimated at £5000) 
has been offered gratuitously, and Mr. Owen Jones, 
likewise gratuitously, has consented to act as the 
architect. This gentleman has already submitted the 
general and sectional plans of the proposed building ; 
so that the foundation of the " Handel College " is no 
longer a matter of speculation, but a fact agreed upon, 
awaiting only sufficient funds to take its place among 
the most useful and deserving charities of the land. 

Upwards of one million of persons attend musical 
performances in London alone every year. In almost 
every bouse in the three kingdoms, music is taught, 
played, or sung. At every festival, music is the 
grand element of success, and no public ceremony 
is observed without the accompaniment of music. It 
is the vehicle of our thanksgiving in joy, and of our 
lamentation in sorrow. It is proverbial with what 
readiness all musicians come forward to lend their 
talents in furthering every charitable object, and more 
sums of money have-probably been raised by their aid 
than by any other. Surely these considerations should 
lead us all to contribute bountifully to the support of 
the families of those through whose instrumentality so 
much good has been done, and so much happiness and 
pleasure is procured. The Vocal Association, of which 
Mr. Benedict is the chairman, have undertaken to 
superintend the business details of the institution ; and 
it is intended that all available means shall be adopted, ■ 
by concerts and otherwise, to raise the necessary 
amount for carrying out this most laudable under- 
taking. The great musician whose name the college 
bears contributed during his lifetime no less than 
£10,299 to the funds of the Foundling Hospital, by 
the performance of the Messiah alone. In 1784, 
the proceeds of the Handel Commemoration at West- 
minster Abbey, amounting to £7000, were given to 
charities. Handel himself on several separate occa- 
sions contributed £1000 in aid of the funds " For the 
Sons of the Clergy," by different performances of his 



works. These facts speak for themselves, and it seems 
unnecessary further to remind the public what music 
has done for charitable institutions. It is therefore 
hoped that all classes will now show their gratitude by 
doing their utmost to forward the object in view. 
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Aberdeen. — On the 30th of September, the members 
of the Aberdeen Choral Society gave a private concert to 
their friends, in the Mechanics' Hall. The programme 
comprised glees, madrigals, choruses, part-songs, &c, 
which were sung with spirit and precision, and the con- 
cert was very satisfactory in all respects.. Miss Wilson 
presided at the pianoforte, and Mr. Melvin conducted the 
performance. 

Aberford — On the 11th of October, Miss Wilson, of 
Hull, gave one of her interesting concerts, in the National 
School-room, assisted by Messrs. Plowman, Hirrl, Hudson, 
Holmes, and Turner, from the Wilberforce Institution 
for the Blind, York. 

Bath. — The preliminary meeting of a newly-established 
Choral Society took place at Bath on the 26th of Sep- 
tember. The attendance was very numerous. The Mavor 
of Bath took the chair, and after a few remarks as to the 
necessity of such a society, &c, Mr. Macfarlane, the con- 
ductor, read the rules which he had framed for the 
guidance and well-being of the society. Each rule was 
passed unanimously, and upwards of 100 members en- 
rolled themselves before the meeting separated. 

Bedford. — The Harmonic Society gave a concert of 
secular music on the 19th ult. Instrumental pieces by 
Mozart, Mendelssohn, Corelli, &c, with madrigals, glees, 
and part-songs by Morley, Weber, Hatton, &c, formed 
the principal port of the programme. " Now is the month 
of Maying;" Balfe's "Riflemen, form," sung by Miss 
Haines; and "The Sailor Boy," a composition of the 
conductor, Mr. Havergal, sung by Miss Gcetze, were 
encored. 

Buckingham. — The members of a musical class in this 
place have presented their teacher, Mr. Piatt, with 
Novello's Glee-Hive, handsomely bound in three vols., 
and also an ivory bfiton, as a token of their gratitude for 
the efficient and satisfactory manner in which he has con- 
ducted the class. 

Bury. — The meetings of Mr. Spark's Bury Vocal 
Society have already commenced. They are in future to 
be held fortnightly, instead of weekly, in the Town Hall. 
The object of the society is to afford facilities for the 
practice and cultivation of part-music. The first concert- 
took place on the 6th ult., when a number of choral pieces 
were performed by about fifty voices with great precision 
and taste, and several solos were very agreeably sung. 

Canterbury. — The Glee and Madrigal Society met for 
the first time this season, on the 18th of October, at the 



